My First Hedgehog Show

Margaret Campbell

This year | went to my first hedgehog show. What a won-
derful experience!! | have been a hedgehog mom since
1999 but never knew there was such a thing as a hedge-
hog show until | joined the Hedgehog Welfare Society.

Hedgehog show?!? Could this be true? Is a hedgehog
show like a car show? Do people who love hedgehogs
gather to meet other people with the same addiction? |
just had to go to one of those shows! When | read about
the show in Milwaukee | immediately began trying to figure
out how to get to it. Unfortunately Hurricane lke wiped out
any hope | had of getting to the show. I live in North Caro-
lina and we were one of the many southeastern states hit
the hardest with gas shortages. Then a silver lining ap-
peared around my cloud. We were having an Eastern
States Hedgehog Show!

First thing | did was to join the planning committee. What
a wonderful group of people to work with. | was so excited
about the show because | knew it was going to rock! But
the actual show way exceeded my expectations! | had
such an awesome time!! | have to say that attending this
show was one of the best experiences | have ever had!! |
now know that | will attend as many shows as | can.

| had made so many good friends on the Hedgehog Wel-
fare Yahoo groups list and now | have met many of them
and this has added a whole new dimension to our friend-
ship. Our friendships have grown from online friendships
to deeper, real friendships. | met my best friend Beth right
here on the list about 9 months ago. Beth drove up from
Florida and spent the night at my house. The next day,
we packed up the vehicle, loaded up our 18 hedgies (17
were Beth’s) and headed for Schoharie. Fifteen and a half
hours later (due to unforeseen road construction) we ar-
rived at the Holiday Inn Express in Schoharie. We were
so psyched that we made the entire trip without even turn-
ing on the stereo. We
talked the whole way about
« hedgies, the show,
"8 hedgies, the show...well
you get the idea.

hedg|e people are. Beth
and | arrived at 3 a.m. and
Donnasue got out of bed,
came out (in her pajamas
no less), and helped us
unload all the hedgies, 18
condos, 18 wheels and
what little luggage we could
actually fit into the car after

we packed all the hedgie
stuff. It was quite an under-
taking.

Even though Beth and | did-
n't crawl into bed until 4:30
in the morning, we jumped
up at 7:30 a.m. anxious to
begin our day. We joined
Nigel (our Keynote Speaker)
and his wife Katie, Don-
nasue, her sons, Nigel and
Simon, and her niece, Lau-
ren, for breakfast.

Friday evening the show fes-
tivities began. We played
human bingo as our ice-
breaker. What a blast! It
" was the perfect way to get to
know people. The food was
out of this world. The high-
4 light of Friday evening for me
was actually having face-to-
face conversations with
friends | have conversed
with almost daily online. |
had the privilege of not only
meeting Naomi but also Kip-
per! Naomi is a one of the
loveliest people | have ever
met and Kipper is such a
sweet doggie. Among the many others were Murfi (I had
met Sheila once before), Elaine, Tina, Cindy D., Dawn,
Donnasue’s husband Carl, Billie and Ralph, Martina and
Gerald, and Beth’s husband Wayne, just to name a few. |
felt like | was at a family reunion except everyone here
loved hedgehogs as much as | did! The evening ended
with a meditation session for hedgehogs and their humans
led by Dawn Wrobel. What a calming way to end a day.
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Saturday morning the fun started all over again. Wow! So
many people and so many hedgies! | was literally in
hedgehog heaven. You cannot imagine all the hedgehog
memorabilia there is at a hedgehog show. There were so
many fabulous items to choose from. The silent auction
items were totally awesome. | wish | could have won eve-
rything | bid on.

The morning began with a spa day for hedgies. Cindy
DelLaRosa gave a demonstration on the dreaded bath and
nails. She most definitely has the touch! | wish she lived



next door to me so | could hire her to help me. Next we
had our seminars. Nigel Reeve, who works with the Royal
Parks in London, taught us about wild hedgehogs in
Europe. | learned so much. Dr. Ricardo DeMatos, a vet-
erinarian in the Companion Exotic Animal Service at Cor-
nell University Hospital for Animals, was our next speaker.
It was very rewarding to hear him speak. It was obvious
that he shared our love and concern for our little hedgies.

Lunchtime came and once again we had delicious food.
After lunch the conformation show began. This is an
event you do not want to miss. Beautiful hedgies strutting
their stuff and making our judge’s job difficult I'm sure. We
were privileged to have Sherry Songhurst as the judge.
Next we had the Square Pogs Show for those hedgies
who were reluctant to compete in the conformation show.
Naomi Wikane was the judge for this event. She person-
ally held each hedgie and they each received a ribbon
based on their best talent. My precious Iggy received a
ribbon for the sweetest face. He was so proud! My be-
loved Oscar had been entered in the show but crossed the
rainbow bridge a week before the show. Naomi presented
him with a ribbon posthumously in loving memory. | was
so touched. It meant a lot to me.

Have you ever seen a room full of hedgies running amok
in critter balls? Well, that was the Schoharie Skirmish. It
was so much fun! Adults laughed, children squealed and
all had a good time.

Saturday night we had the banquet and Rainbow Bridge
Ceremony. Daniel Beams from the Old Stone Fort Mu-
seum gave us a presentation about the history of Scho-
harie as the breadbasket of the American Revolution.
Nigel Reeve gave a talk about wildlife in the Royal Parks.
Elizabeth (Beth) Reichert and | presented the Rainbow
Bridge Ceremony honoring all of our companions of the

animal world that have crossed the bridge. We ended the
ceremony with a special memorial to our friend Jackie Ko-
pezky. Jackie was a friend that we had met on the list.
She lived in Thailand and passed away unexpectedly last
October. She was a very active member of Hedgehog
Welfare as well as Pog-Chit-Chat.

We all said goodnight and planned to meet for brunch on
Sunday morning. Naomi, being a native of Schoharie, had
arranged for us to have brunch at the Grapevine Inn. It
was such a relaxing atmosphere. We ate and really got to
know each other. After brunch those of us who were not
leaving for home grouped up and went sight seeing. It
was hard to choose between the Howe Caverns, the Old
Stone Fort Museum and the Iroquois Indian Museum!

Some of us were not leaving until Monday so on Sunday
evening we had dinner with Naomi. She graciously invited
us to her home afterwards. We met the doggies and Kkit-
ties and looked at pictures of hedgies that once were a
large part of Naomi’s life. Naomi has the most amazing
collection of hedgie books and memorabilia!

When Monday came we had to load up and leave for
home. None of us wanted the fun to end. When Beth and
| started on our long journey, we left with our hearts full of
joy at having spent our weekend with such a great group
of people who were now our friends.

In summary let me just say that a hedgehog show is
something that every hedgie lover should experience at
least once! | know that | am hooked and can’t wait to go
to my next one! See you there!!
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» Milwaukee, Wisconsin will be the place to be

October 1st, 2nd, and 3rd, 2010.
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by Barbabella and Barbadou Weihs-Werner (and their

mom Martina)
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October 2-4, 2009
Clarion Hotel, Colorado Springs, CO

Visit our web site at

www.rockymountainhedgehogshow.org.
We hope to see you in October!
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While hedgehog rescue work is rewarding, it is not for eve-
ryone. Doing rescue work of any kind involves a lot of
time and commitment. Our experience running a hedge-
hog rescue station has brought both joy and heartache
into our lives, not to mention vet bills and time consuming
care for needy hedgehogs.

It brings joy in the fact that we are helping a hedgehog to
find a better home or another good home. Sometimes the
previous owners must give up their beloved pet hedgehog
due to life changes. These hedgehogs are generally very
well cared for and loved. Depending on the health and/or
age of the hedgehog they may need special placement.
We generally keep the elderly hedgehogs here at our res-
cue station and they are usually with us for a short time.
About the time you are bonding well with them, they leave.
Hedgehogs with health issues are taken to our vet's office
immediately or as soon as we can get them an appoint-
ment. We get them the medical care they need and ar-
range any follow up appointments. When they are well,
we either keep them or place them in homes with experi-
enced hedgehog owners. The joy is the reward of seeing
them happy and seeing “the look” that says thanks.

Rescuing brings heartache due to the fact that some
hedgehogs come from neglected homes and are a real
mess. Some have many health issues and need a lot of
vet care and home care. We have had hedgies here that,
when they first arrived, could not be touched without them
screaming the hedgie scream of death. That scream
alone can break a person’s heart. Even with the best vet
care and home care, some do not make it but at least
they knew love before leaving.

Vet bills are another big part of rescue work. Costs can

range from a wellness check to expensive vet care and
medical treatments. We budget a set amount of dollars
from each pay check for vet bills. Sometimes the vet cost
is over what we have set aside.

We have taken in hedgehogs with a variety of health is-
sues. We have had to invest a lot of time in socializing
hedgehogs, caring for them during and after pregnancy,
and spend many hours providing supportive care like giv-
ing sub-q fluids, syringe feeding, giving medications
orally or subcutaneously, and other topical treatments.

Some of the cases are as follows.

An eight month old female hedgehog that was neglected
and never received medical care came to us with bilateral
inner ear infections along with a fungal infection on her
outer ears. She had a very bad urninary tract infection
which took months to clear up because she had lots of
crystals in her bladder. She was missing part of her nose
because the previous owner allowed cats to play with her.
The cage that came with this hedgehog smelled foul due
to piles of fecal waste and urine-clumped bedding. Her
water bottle had green slimy water in it and the food in her
dish had gotten wet and dried to a rock-hard clump. She
is still living with us today. She still does not trust other
people but loves to spend time with us and has a very
sweet and loving personality.

Another case was a three-month-old female hedgehog
that came to us very pregnant. Her full story is in an older
HWS Newsletter. The short version is she tried to give
birth a few days before actually giving birth to three ba-
bies. When she did actually give birth, it was a dry birth
and the first baby was stuck. When | arrived home from
work, | could hear the hedgie scream of death all the way
outside where | park my vehicle. We lost one baby. The



other two are still living and

will turn three years old this

year. The mom had many

health issues which started

when the babies were only 4

weeks old. We had the time-

consuming care of not only

the babies, but also the

mom. We had to hand feed

the babies and teach them

how to eat. One learned

really quickly and the other

(which had been aggres-

sively attacked by the mom)

took a while to learn how to

eat on its own. The one that

was attacked has had some

on-going health issues and lives with us. The other
hedgehog baby was placed with two wonderful people
with hedgehog experience. We lost the mom when she
was ten months of age. She died in my arms at three in
the morning due to a gastrointestinal bleed out.

The last case | will cover is the case of two little female
albino hedgehogs. We were told they were healthy and
they had no health issues. | was to get their living con-
tainer with them. The lady handed me a small box
about the size of a shoe box and said, “Here is their
house and they are inside."

When | got home, | brought them right into the bathroom
for a bath, thank goodness. They had a mite infesta-
tions so bad we could see the mites crawling all over
them! | touched the one little one who's pink skin was
fire engine red and she screamed the hedgie scream of
death. | gently bathed her and cleaned her ears which
were packed full of wood shavings, debris and mites.
Both hedgehogs were treated with Revolution immedi-
ately after their baths. The next day the one little one
still screamed when touched even slightly. | called an-
other person with hedgehog experience to get a second
opinion. We thought for sure we would be helping the

little one cross the Rainbow
Bridge. On Monday | brought
both hedgehogs to the vet's of-
fice. After about two months
with us, we placed them in a
wonderful hedgehog-
experienced home. Both hedge-
hogs are loved and cared for by
two wonderful people. We had
the privilege of seeing both
hedgehogs at the Milwaukee
Hedgehog Show in 2008.

| want to close my article with a

few questions or thoughts to be

kept in mind by people who may

be considering becoming hedge-
hog rescue contacts or adopting a hedgehog.

Many people think if they become a rescue contact or
adopt that they can get “free” hedgehogs. My question
for you: Is the hedgehog really free?

Are you ready to commit to giving a small life the time
and attention it needs on a daily basis?

Do you have a hedgehog-knowledgeable vet lined up
and are you ready to spend the money needed for vet
care?

We have had hedgehogs since 2003 and have been
involved with hedgehog rescue since 2004. Our most
expensive rescue was pregnant when she came to us
and her vet bills averaged $424.00 per month. She was
with us for seven short months. We would never think of
breeding rescued hedgehogs, let alone turning over a
rescued hedgehog to be bred. | firmly believe that peo-
ple who do any kind of rescue work need to be responsi-
ble and accountable for their actions. They need to be
committed to the animals under their care including tak-
ing the animal to an experienced and knowledgeable
vet.
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Sheila Dempsey and | are on the Hedgehog Welfare
Society Rescue Committee. Our duties include going
through applications for hedgehog adoptions and also
hedgehog rescue contacts. We are also involved
with hedgehogs who are being relinquished and need
to be placed in new homes.

We work together reviewing and following up all
adoption applications before approving or rejecting
them. We give applicants the final decision on their
applications and recommend improvements they
might consider implementing before taking in a
hedgehog.

Together we also approve or reject application from
people who wish to become hedgehog rescue con-
tacts. We study all the available information and try
to reach the best possible decision for each applicant.
In addition, we follow up on any complaints concern-
ing rescue contacts which are brought to our atten-
tion. There have been times when we have had to
write to hedgehog contacts to inform them that they
have been removed from the Hedgehog Welfare So-
ciety’s list of rescue contacts. We always include the
reason, or reasons, why this step was taken and de-

scribe the follow-up investigation that was done.

Working closely with other members of the community, we arrange placements for hedgehogs that
are being relinquished. This involves reviewing all the applications in the geographical area where a
hedgehog is available and contacting both the current owner and potential new owners to obtain
permission to release their private contact information. Some placements go smoothly. Others be-
come complicated if the owner does not approve any of the available applicants. Both Sheila and |
have taken in hedgehogs that were difficult to place.

At this writing, we are still in the process of reviewing adoption applications in our files. Soon we will
be sending e-mails to all applicants to find out if they are still interested in adopting a hedgehog and
if their contact information is up to date.

Sheila and | both feel strongly about finding the best possible homes for hedgehogs. A lot of time
and effort goes into keeping adoption applications, rescue contact information, and “do not adopt”
files current.



Eastern States Hedgehog Show
June 27, 2009

Judge: Sherry Songhurst Secretary: Cindy DeLaRosa

RESULTS

JUVENILE MALE
Standard (1 entry)
1% - Canoe......Katie Peters

Pinto (2 entries)
1% - Hornswoggle........ Gunnar Doyle
2" - Gideon............... Hannah Goerner

Grand Champion Juvenile Male (2 entries)

Grand Champion — Hornswoggle . . . . Gunnar Doyle
Grand Champion Reserve — Canoe . . . . Katie Peters
ADULT MALE

Standard (4 entries)

1% Pistol Pete......... Heather Marshall
2" Winceton........... Beth Hatch
3% Mace.....cou..... Beth Hatch

Snowflake (2 entries)
1* Barbadou......... Martina Weihs
2" 1gOr .. Skylor Moyer

White (1 entry)
1% Frazor............ Beth Hatch

Pinto (2 entries)
1% Wedgie.......... Beth Hatch
2" Bristles............. Colby Wold

Grand Champion Adult Male
Grand Champion — Barbadou . . . Martina Weihs
Reserve Grand Champion —-Wedgie . . . Beth Hatch

JUVENILE FEMALE

Standard (1 entry)
1% Coconut........ Ashley Tanski

White (1 entry)
1% Yeti............ Adrienne Zicht

Pinto (1 entry)
1% Juliet........ Hannah Goerner

Grand Champion Juvenile Female
Grand Champion — Juliet . . . Hannah Goerner
Reserve Grand Champion — Yeti . . . Adrienne Zicht

ADULT FEMALE

Standard (4 entries)
1% Barbabella........ Martina Weihs
2" Diesel............. Adrienne Zicht
3 Jabitha........... Beth Hatch

Apricot (2 entries)
1% Juniper......... Hannah Goerner
2" Sunshine.......Beth Copper

Snowflake (1 entry)
1% Gigi..co.c..... Martina Weihs

White (1 entry)
1% Velma......... Diana Darling

Albino (1 entry)
1% Jacquilline.....Beth Hatch

Pinto (3 entries)

1% Harlequin............. Adrienne Zicht
2" Crimefighter......... Sheila Dempsy
3"“ Chance................ Sheila Dempsy

Grand Champion Adult Female
Grand Champion — Barbabella . . .Martina Weihs
Reserve Grand Champion — Gigi . . Martina Weihs

BEST OF SHOW (4 entries)

Best of Show — Juliet . . . Hannah Goerner
Reserve Best of Show — Barbabella . . . Martina Weihs




