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British Hedgehog Preservation Society Celebrates  

 Thirtieth  Anniversary 

The British Hedgehog Preservation Society was founded in 1982 by Ma-
jor Adrian Coles, MBE, following his successful campaign to have 
hedgehog-sized ramps added to cattle grids.  This year, the Hobson’s 

Brewery of Shropshire, England, has produced a commemorative beer 
in honor  of the organization’s thirtieth anniversary. 
 

Nick Davis, a representative from Hudson’s Brewery, said: 

We’re very much looking forward to working with the British 

Hedgehog Society on their 30th anniversary celebrations.  The 

special edition beer is designed to not only raise awareness but 

generate funds to help the society continue their  great work.  
1
 

The beer, known as Old Prickley, was launched on Thursday March 
22nd at The Golden Cross pub in the South Shropshire town of Ludlow.  
In honor of the event, The Golden Cross changed its name to The Cross 
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Hedgehog for the evening.  Landlord, Aaron Jeffs created new 
signs to mark the launch.  The Society’s local baker, Mr. Richard 
C. Swift, provided his specially made “Hedgehog Bread” for the 
Occasion.  Hobson’s Brewery pledged to donate five pence to 
the British Hedgehog Preservation Society for each bottle sold. 
 

Fay Vass, Chief Executive of the British Hedgehog Preservation 

Society, issued the following statement: 

The Society now has about 11,000 members.  Approximately  
700 of the members are prepared to take in sick, injured or  
orphaned hedgehogs. 

We are excited about the launch...the beer is delicious and 

if lots of bottles are sold it will raise both funds and aware-

ness of the hedgehog’s plight.  We are hoping many people 

will come along to sample this fantastic new beer and join 

us in raising a glass for the charity’s 30th anniversary. 2 

M. Myhre 

1 “Old Prickly” beer produced for Shropshire hedgehog charity’s 30th anniversary.” 
BBC News Science & Environment.  BBC, Web.  22 Mar. 2012. 
 
2 “Old Prickly anniversary beer  launches this week.” Hobson’s Brewery Latest 

News. Hobson’s Brewery, 20 Mar. 2112. Web.  21 Sept 2112.  
<http://www.hobsons-brewery.co.uk/news/latest-news/old-prickly-annivesary-
beer-launches-this-week.aspx>. 
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Hedgehogs and Salmonella : What’s the Risk? 

This past September the Centers for Disease Control reported a multistate outbreak of human Salmonella in-
fections linked to hedgehogs.  A total of fourteen people from six states became infected with the outbreak 
strain of Salmonella Typhimurium.  The infections occurred between December 26, 2011 and August 13, 2012.  
The states involved were Alabama (1 case reported), Indiana  (1), Michigan (1), Minnesota (2 ), Ohio (2), and 
Washington (5)! Those infected with Salmonella ranged in age from less than 1 year to 62 years.  Of those 
afflicted, 62% were female. Three people required hospitalization but no deaths were reported.  Of those af-
flicted with Salmonella Typhimurium, one hundred percent reported contact with hedgehogs or with a hedge-
hog’s environment prior to becoming ill. The symptoms of Salmonella Typhimurium are fever, nausea, ab-
dominal cramps, vomiting and diarrhea. Symptoms occur  12—72  hours after exposure. 
 

The Animal Care division of the United States Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health  Inspection 
Service, conducted a traceback investigation of hedgehogs purchased from USDA-licensed breeders linked to 
people who became ill.  At the same time, state health departments in the six states involved tested environ-
mental and hedgehog samples from the ill persons’ homes.  Two samples from areas where hedgehogs lived 
or were bathed yielded the outbreak strain of Salmonella Typhimurium. 
 

As a result of this multistate outbreak, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has issued the follow-
ing recommendations for protecting yourself and others, particularly children, from coming into contact with 
Salmonella bacteria carried by hedgehogs. 

Contact with hedgehogs can be a source of human Salmonella infections. Hedgehogs can be carrying 

Salmonella bacteria but appear healthy and clean and show no signs of illness. Therefore, you should 

always follow these recommendations for protecting yourself and others, especially children, from con-

tact with Salmonella bacteria that hedgehogs may carry:  

Wash your hands: 

• Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds with water and soap right after touching hedgehogs or 

anything in the area where they live and roam. This includes after handling pet food and treats.  

• Thorough hand washing is especially important before preparing, serving or eating food, drinks or 

preparing baby bottles. Also, always wash hands right after handling or cleaning up after your 

pets.  

• If soap and water are not readily available, use hand sanitizer until you are able to wash your 

hands thoroughly with soap and water.  

• Adults should supervise young children when washing hands. 

Practice safe handling of hedgehogs:  

• Do not let hedgehogs in areas where food or drink is prepared, served, or stored, such as kitchens, 

or outdoor patios.  

• Do not snuggle or kiss hedgehogs, touch your mouth, or eat or drink around hedgehogs.  

• Some hedgehogs may get ill from a Salmonella infection and can have diarrhea.  

• If your hedgehog has diarrhea, see your pet’s veterinarian. 

Clean up properly when handling hedgehogs:  

• To prevent cross-contamination, do not bathe hedgehogs in the kitchen sink or in bathroom sinks  

Continued on page 4 
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        or bathtubs. Hedgehogs should be bathed in a small plastic tub or bin that is dedicated for hedgehog    

 use only.  

• Clean any equipment or materials associated with caring for hedgehogs outside the house, such as 

cages or feed or water containers, or items used for bathing.  

Be careful with children and hedgehogs: 

• Young children are especially at risk for illness because their immune systems are still developing and 

because they are more likely than others to put their fingers or other items into their mouths. 

• Children younger than 5 years of age should not be allowed to touch or eat pet food, treats, or supple-

ments and should be kept away from hedgehog feeding areas to prevent illness and injury. 

Persons who think they might have become ill from contact with hedgehogs should consult their health 

care providers. 

 

Source: 

Advice to Consumers -- Salmonella Typhimurium Infections Linked to Hedgehogs. Centers for Disease  Control and  

Prevention,  Web. 7 Sept. 2012   

 <http://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/typhimurium-hedgehogs-09-12/advice-consumers.html> 

Masked  Hedgiehog by M. Myhre. Used with permission. 

Continued from page 2 
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AN APPLE HEDGE-HOG, OR  SUÉDOISE 

THIS DISH IS FORMED OF APPLES, PARED, CORED WITHOUT BEING DIVIDED, AND STEWED TOLERABLY TENDER IN A LIGHT 

SYRUP. THESE ARE PLACED IN A DISH, AFTER BEING WELL DRAINED, AND FILLED WITH APRICOT, OR ANY OTHER RICH MARMA-

LADE, AND ARRANGED IN TWO OR MORE LAYERS, SO AS TO GIVE, WHEN THE WHOLE IS COMPLETE, THE FORM SHOWN IN THE 

ENGRAVING.  THE NUMBER REQUIRED MUST DEPEND ON THE SIZE OF THE DISH. FROM THREE TO FIVE POUNDS MORE MUST 

BE STEWED DOWN INTO A SMOOTH AND DRY MARMALADE, AND WITH THIS ALL THE SPACES BETWEEN THEM ARE TO BE 

FILLED UP, AND THE WHOLE ARE TO BE COVERED WITH IT; AN ICING OF TWO EGGS, BEATEN TO A VERY SOLID FROTH, AND 

MIXED WITH TWO HEAPED TEASPOONSFUL OF SUGAR, MUST THEN BE SPREAD EVENLY OVER THE SUÉDOISE, FINE SUGAR 

SIFTED ON THIS, AND SPIKES OF BLANCHED ALMONDS, CUT LENGTHWISE, STUCK OVER THE ENTIRE SURFACE; THE DISH IS THEN 

TO BE PLACED IN A MODERATE OVEN UNTIL THE ALMONDS ARE BROWNED BUT NOT TOO DEEPLY, AND THE APPLES ARE HOT 

THROUGH. IT IS NOT EASY TO GIVE THE REQUIRED FORM WITH LESS THAN FIFTEEN APPLES; EIGHT OF THESE MAY FIRST BE 

SIMMERED IN A SYRUP MADE WITH HALF A PINT OF WATER AND SIX OUNCES OF SUGAR, AND THE REMAINDER MAY BE 

THROWN IN AFTER THESE ARE LIFTED OUT. CARE MUST BE TAKEN TO KEEP THEM FIRM. THE MARMALADE SHOULD BE SWEET, 

AND PLEASANTLY FLAVOURED WITH LEMON. 1 

This unusual recipe and the illustration above appeared in Modern Cookery in All Its Branches : Embrac-

ing a Series of Plain and Simple Instructions to Private Families and Others,  for the Careful and Judicious Prepara-

tion of Every Variety of Food As Drawn from Practical Observation and Experience, a cookbook by Eliza Acton 

and Sara J. B. Hale, which was published in Philadelphia in 1860.  
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1  Acton, Eliza, and Sara J. Hale. "Chapter 22." Modern Cookery in All its Branches: Embracing a Series of Plain and Simple 

Instructions to Private Families and Others, for the Careful and Judicious Preparation of Every Variety of Food As Drawn 

from Practical Observation and Experience. Philadelphia: J. E. Potter, 1860. 331-322. Open Library. Web. 29 Oct. 2012. 
<http://openlibrary.org/books/OL24170359M/ Modern_cookery_in_all_its_branches> 



 

What’s Happening Over on Pog Chit-Chat?  
 

By Millie Weaver 

The wedding party of Charlie and Lil.  Drawing by Cyndy Bennett, used with permission. 

I need to start out by saying you may need to excuse my typing, my paws are still recovering from a recent 
event that it was my honor to participate in:  The wedding of Diamond Lil and Chicken Finger Charlie on Sep-
tember 29th. 
 
Like many couples these days, Charlie and Lil met on-line, on Pog Chit-Chat.  Soon, there was a party that 
they both attended and they met nose-to-nose for the first time.  Those of us there knew Charlie was a smit-
ten kitten right then and there.  They danced the night away at that party and a couple of other events that 
soon followed.  Charlie’s gifts to Lil took the rest of us girls’ breath away - - soon she went from Lil to Dia-
mond Lil - - so you can imagine what the quality of Charlie’s gifts were. 
 
Before we all knew it, Charlie had proposed to Lil and she had accepted!  We were all delighted and us girls 
started right in with helping Lil to plan her nuptials.  She asked me to do her hair and make-up. I enlisted 
Sammie to help me, which is a good thing because I ended doing the entire wedding party - - Lola, Payton, 
Grammy Ayra, Tiny Hedgum, Basil, Benny, Dyson, Hedwig, Jerry Blanco, Jesse, Eula, Prisquilla, Mary, Prickle-
pot, Melanie, Kirby and Mayo (forgive me please if I missed anyone).  King Gromit did an excellent job in offi-
ciating the wedding.  Hundreds of guests were in attendance. 

Continued on page 8 
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Continued from page 7  

The gala event was held at the base of the Sacramento Mountains in New Mexico at a lovely resort called the 
Inn of the Mountain Gods.  It’s a good thing Charlie has a job where he can get his paws on a stash of cash 
(he’s recently taken over the duties of Don of the mop), because no expense was spared. Whatever Lil 
wanted she got.  Charlie and Lil flew us all in and put us up in the best suites for the entire weekend.  There 
were limos for us to travel in and unlimited food and beverages.  The good times flowed for the entire week-
end.  A weekend that all of us will always remember! 

http://www.webweaver.nu/clipart/wedding.shtml#nojump 

November, 2012 December, 2112 

 

December 6     Hedwig Fischer 

Birthday  Hedgies! 

 

Did we miss 

your hedgie’s 

birthday? 

 

If so, please 

email your 

hedgehog’s name 

and birth date  to 

us at the email 

address below: 

Newsletter@hedgehogwelfare.org 
http://www.freeclipartnow.com/holidays/birthday/birthdayballoons.jpg.html 
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Numismatic Hedgehogs 
 
Numismatic!!  Oh no, is that another disease to worry about??? 
 
Numismatic refers to the study of coins and currency.  This edition of Hedgehog Trivia is focusing on coins 
from all over the world which feature hedgehogs.  Most of the information  about these coins came from 
coin dealers on E-bay.   

This is a gold Ukrainian coin worth 2 hryvnia.  It was 
minted in 2006.   
 
The word at the top of the coin is the Ukrainian term 

for hedgehog (їжак ). Underneath the picture is the 
word Erinaceus —a genus of European hedgehog from 
the family of Erinaceidae. 
 
The obverse side of the coin has the National Emblem 
of the Ukraine with the coin mintage year (2006) and a 
Ukrainian  inscription meaning “National Bank of 
Ukraine.” The coin weighs 1.24 grams and is 13.92 
millimeters in diameter.  10,000 of these coins were 
issued. 

The next coin is from Belarus. Minted in 2011, it is 
made of silver. 
 

The obverse of the coin features the State Coat of 
Arms of the Republic of Belarus, the year of issue, alloy 

standard and the inscription РЭСПУБЛIКА 

БЕЛАРУСЬ (The Republic of Belarus). 
 

The diameter of the coin is 38.61 millimeters.  It 
weighs 31.10 grams.   The eye of the hedgehog on the 
gold coins is inlaid with a diamond.  Two thousand of 
these coins were made. 
 

The circumferential inscriptions are — ERI-

NACEUS CONCOLOR at the top  and — 

ВОЖЫК (HEDGEHOG) at the bottom. 
 
 

 Belarus  2011   20 rubles   

Ukraine  2006   2 hryvnia 
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This cupro-nickel coin is from  the Republic of Latvia.  It is 
worth 1 lat  and was struck in 2012 by Staatliche Münzen 
Baden-Württemberg (Germany).  A hedgehog with a 
number one on its spines is shown in the center of the 
coin.  Above the hedgehog, on the left, the word “LATS 
appears in a semicircle.   
 

The obverse of the coin has the Coat of Arms of the Re-
public of Latvia with the year 2012  centered below.  The 
inscriptions LATVIJAS and REPUBLIKA are shown in a 
semi-circle above and below the coat of arms. 

 
There are two inscriptions on the edge of the coin, the 
words  LATVIJAS BANKA are separated by rhombic dots.  
The coin is 21.75 mm  in diameter  and weighs 4.80 g. 

This coin is part of a continuing series of coins issued by 
HADEF, the Hunger Aid and Development Foundation, 
based in Ghana.  The Foundation promotes economic 
development projects in Africa.   
 
Issued in 2011, this 1 mobiri brass coin recognizes the 
Tomboriyiri Tribe which is related to the Ga of Ghana.  
The coin features a hedgehog with the words TOMBORI-
YIRI TRIBE in a semi-circle above.  A tribal dwelling is pic-
tured on the obverse with the date and the words 1 MO-
BIRI.  Only 1,000 of the coins were minted. 
 
h ttp://rob iscol lect ion .b logsp ot .com/2011/10/tr ib e-

tomboriyiri.html 

This silver coin is a companion to the previous coin.  
Minted in 2011, it is from Belarus and is worth 20 rubles. 
A raised image of a mother hedgehog and her  three ba-
bies  appears  on the face of the coin which has a raised 

rim.  The words ВОЖЫК (hedgehog) and ERINA-

CEUS CONCOLOR appear in a semi-circle 

above the hedgehogs. 

 

The obverse of the coin has a relief image of 

the state coat of arms of the Republic of Bela-

rus surrounded by a circular geometric pat-

tern. The date appears underneath.  The coin 

is worth 50 rubles.  On the collector’s version 

of this coin the mother’s eyes are inlaid with 

Swarovski crystals.  The coin weighs 31.10g 

and is 38.61 mm in diameter. Belarus  2011   20 rubles   

Latvia   2012   1 lat   

Ghana   2011   1 mobiri    
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This a commemorative issue coin from the Preserve 

Planet Earth series.  A 500 Dinara  coin from Bosnia 
Herzegovina, it was minted in 1995 from a mixture of 
copper and nickel.   
 
 The obverse side of the coin features the  country’s 
national arms above a bridge.  The circumferential in-
scription includes  “REPUBLIKA BOSNA I HERCEGOVINA” 
and the date.  The coin is 38.8 millimeters in diameter.  
It weighs 28.6 grams.  The coin has been demonetized 
(divested of its monetary value). 
 
 
http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces20648.html 

 

 

This Mongolian 500 Togrog coin was issued in 2012.  
The face of the coin features a long-eared hedgehog 
which inhabits dry, desert areas including the Gobi De-
sert in Mongolia.  The words “WILDLIFE PROTECTION 
2012 HEMIECHINUS AURITOS appear in a semi-circle 
below the hedgehog. 
 
The obverse side of the coin includes the words 500 
TOGROG centered on the lower half of the coin.  The 
words MONGOLIA 1 OZ.  .999 SILVER  is printed in a 
semi-circle below.  
 
2,500 of these coins were minted.  The coin weighs 
31.10 g and measures 38.61 mm in diameter.  On some 
of the coins the hedgehog’s eyes are Sworovki crystals. 

In 1996, Poland issued a series of coins featuring ani-
mals of the world.  This 20 zloty coin features a wonder-
ful image of a mother hedgehog and her five babies.  
The words “JEZ—Erinaceus europaeus” appear in a 
semi-circle above the image.     
 
The obverse side of the coin features a relief emblem of 
the national arms of Poland—an eagle wearing a crown 
and the words RZECZPOSPOLIRA POLSKA   in a semicir-
cle above the picture.  The date and the coin’s worth 
appear underneath the picture. 
 
The coin weighs 8.15 g and is 27.00 mm in diameter.   
 
 

Continued on  page 12   

Mongolia    2012   500  togrog 

Poland   1996   20  zloty 

Bosnia Herzegovina   1995   500 dinara 
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This unusual coin from the Cook Islands features a 
Russian cartoon character known as “the Hedgehog 
in the Fog”.  An  animated film of the hedgehog was 
made by Sergei Grigoryevich  Kozlov in 1975.   The 

words ёжик в тумане (Hedgehog in the Fog) ap-
pear in a semi-circle above the hedgehog who 
stands clutching some items tied up in a polka dot 
handkerchief.  The hedgehog is tinted brown. 

The obverse of the coin features a relief of Queen 
Elizabeth II and the words “Elizabeth II    5 Dollars  
Cook Islands   2011” in a circle around a relief por-
trait of the Queen. 

The silver coin weighs 1 ounce (31.1 g) and is 38.61 
mm in diameter. 

The last coin does not feature a hedgehog but an 
echidna, a spiny relative.  Made of cupro nickel (75%  
copper and 25% nickel) the coin was minted in Aus-
tralia in 1986.  It is worth  5 cents. 
 
The obverse side of the coin features a relief profile 
of Queen Elizabeth II.   The words “Queen Elizabeth 
II  Australia 1986” appear in a semi-circle around the 
Queen’s portrait. 
 
The coin weighs 2.83 grams and is 19.41 mm  in  
diameter. 

Cook Islands   $5   2011 

Australia   5 cents   1986 

Hedgehog Stealing Apple vintage clipart courtesy of  C.M. Anderson.  http://www.etsy.com/

listing/108865556/hedgehog-stealing-apple-vintage-clipart?ref=pr_shop   Used with permission.  
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The Six Crowns Series 
 

Reviewed by Margaret Myhre 

 

Trundle’s Quest  

Fair Wind to Widdershins  

Hedgehogs are the main characters in this newish fantasy series for children ages 

8 and up.  Conceived by Gary Chalk, illustrator of the Redwall series, and co-

written with Allan Frewin Jones, the series is known as The Six Crowns in the 

United States and as The Sundered Lands elsewhere.  Four of the six planned 

episodes for the series have been published.  They are Trundle’s Quest, Fair 

Wind to Widdershins, Fire Over Swallowhaven and the fourth installment, The 

Ice Gate of Spyre, which became available on October 23rd of this year. 

According to legend, there was once a single round word that floated through 

space.  It was ruled by six wise Badger Lords. Then the badgers accidentally 

caused an enormous explosion that shattered the world into hundreds of frag-

ments creating an archipelago of islands adrift in the sky.  The badgers realized 

their mistake and in the minutes that remained before the world was destroyed, 

they managed to put their six magic crowns on six magic ships and send them as 

far away from the explosion as possible.  Their hope was that one day someone 

could find the lost crowns and reunite the broken world.  Unfortunately all six of 

the  badgers perished  in the explosion. 

Many years later, Trundle the Hedgehog is living a peaceful life as the lamplighter 

in Port Shiverstone.  Each evening after lighting the lamps, he returns to his cozy 

cottage and settles in with a good book and a cup of tea.  But his peaceful life 

changes abruptly when another hedgehog, Esmeralda, niece of a soothsaying 

queen, barges into his home and informs him that he is to play a vital role in her 

prophesied quest to find the six crowns of the Badgers thereby uniting the sun-

dered lands. Thus Trundle’s career of freeing enslaved animals and fighting off 

the dreaded seapigs begins.  Suddenly Trundle is transformed into a stowaway, a 

drifter, a thief’s accomplice, and a swordsman on an epic journey.   He eventually 

succeeds in finding one of the six missing crowns on his first voyage. 

The volumes in this series are only about a third of the length of those in the 

Harry Potter series.  The chapters are short, the prose is clear and straightfor-

ward and there is always plenty of action.  Gary Chalk has illustrated the books 

with pen and ink drawings that have an antique and often comical appearance.  

Each volume of the series describes the arduous process of finding another of the 

six crowns.  Best of all, hedgehogs fill all the major heroic roles!  

 

The Ice Gate of Spyre  

Fire Over Swallowhaven  

Jones, Allan F, and Gary Chalk. The Six Crowns series. New York: Greenwillow Books,  
2011—2012.  
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ACROSS 

1      Who drew the picture on page one of the newsletter? 
5      What is the name of the main character in the Six Crowns series? 
7 What country has a coin featuring a Russian cartoon hedgehog? 
9 What is Old Prickley? 

10 What kind of fruit  were hedgehogs traditionally accused of stealing? 
 
DOWN 

2 In French, what is the feminine adjective for the word “Swedish” ? 
3 Who officiated at the wedding of Charlie and Lil? 
4 Adjective referring to the study of currency and money 
6 Hedgehogs may carry this type of bacteria 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://en.puzzle-maker.com/crossword 10/22/2012 
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