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The city of Ipswich in Suffolk County, England, is known as the old-

est continuously occupied city in England.  It is also the first town in 

England to employ a Hedgehog Officer!  

The position of Ipswich Hedgehog Officer was created after a 2-

year study, conducted by the Suffolk Wildlife Trust, revealed that  

the population of nearly 12,000 hedgehogs in the county was de-

clining rapidly. 

The search for an ñinspirational individual who will be the face of 

hedgehog conservationò began last summer.  Approximately  150 

applications were received from Britain, France, Spain, Germany, 

South Korea, China, Nepal, and the United States.   According to 

the BBC, only four candidates were actually interviewed for the po-

sition and all were from the United Kingdom.  

Candidates were expected to have experience with wildlife conser-

vation  as well as a ñdemonstrated understanding of hedgehog 

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-suffolk-37178191 

 
 Alexandra North, Hedgehog Officer, Ipswich, England 
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Advocacy-Pet Store/USDA Liaison             
Co-Chair,   Public Relations Co-Chair                   
Kristen.bongard@gmail.com 
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Any information contained in this newsletter is for informational purposes only and is not intended as a replacement for veterinary 

care if your hedgehog is sick or injured.  The HWS cannot be held liable for any information contained in this newsletter. 

http://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/hedgehog-action 
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ecology.ò 

Alexandra North, 25, who holds degrees in zoology, biodiversity 

and conservation and has worked as a researcher at BirdLife 

International in Cambridge, was the successful candidate for the 

position.   

Her new job, which began this September, involves monitoring 

Ipswich hedgehogs, raising awareness of hedgehogs and their 

needs, and motivating people to adjust man-made barriers 

(such as fences and garden walls) to accommodate hedgehog 

travel.  These barriers do not need to be removed.  Creating a 

hedgehog-sized tunnel or passage will do.  The goal is to sup-

port a street-by-street network of hedgehog habitat. 



 

 

ƘǧǇΥκκŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳŎƭƛǇŀǊǘΦŎƻƳκ 
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ƘǧǇΥκκŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳŎƭƛǇŀǊǘΦŎƻƳκ 

Are you running out of months in your favorite calendar?  Do you need an adorable, hedgie-filled 

calendar in your life?  Pre-order the 2017 Hedgehog Welfare Society Calendar!   With more than 

eighty  pictures of the cutest hedgehogs you have ever met, this calendar is the perfect gift for 

hedgehog enthusiasts in your life, or for yourself!  Each calendar is $20 with all proceeds going to 

the Hedgehog Welfare Society. 

For a limited time, we are offering FREE SHIPPING (to the continental USA) on all preordered cal-

endars, so order now and save a few bucks (the price will be $21.50 if you donôt preorder)! 

There are two convenient ways to order! 

Are you the traditional sort?  Send a letter with your name, mailing address, the number of calen-

dars you are preordering and a check made out to the Hedgehog Welfare Society.  Mail it to this 

address: 

  
 

Would you prefer to pay via PayPal?  Send an email with your name, your mailing address, your 

PayPal address and the number of calendars you are preordering to:     

           Christina.m.hannigan@gmail.com 

We will deposit your check or send a PayPal money request when we order the calendars; 

This offer is only available for preorders, so donôt miss out on your FREE SHIPPING (to the        

continental USA)  and order today! 
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Itôs Time To Pre-Order HWS Calendars 



Thoughts from the President 

My first thought, with Election Day near, is vote, VOTE, VOTE, VOTE!  I think most everyone 
will be happy when this election is over. 

My second thought, as we head into the last two months of 2016, is to take this opportunity to (1) 

thank my board members for all their hard work this past year and (2) wish everyone a Happy 

Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas.  I hope 2017 brings each of you nothing but joy. 

My third thought, winter.  Here comes another one ð and here in the upper-Midwest the forecast is 

for above average snowfall and below average temperatures (couldnôt we just pick one?).  This 

season can be hard on our hedgehogs.  Below is an article I penned a couple of years ago about 

hibernation.  We have a lot of new members since then, so I thought it was worth repeating. 

Hedgehogs and Hibernation 

The most extreme case of hibernation I have seen was with my girl Molly.  I reached into her cage 

one night when I came home from work and she was literally frozen solid!  It was like I had just 

pulled her from my freezer.  I thought she was dead.  Upon examining her, I noticed she was barely 

breathing.  She had frozen with one eye open and one shut.  She looked like she was in the middle 

of a stretch when she froze!  I got a piece of fleece, put her on my bare chest, covered her with 

fleece, then my sweater, and I put my hand under the sweater but over the fleece.  Then I waited, 

and waited, and waited. 

It took 45 minutes before I felt any movement at all.  After another 15 minutes or so she moved 

again.  About 15 minutes after that she urinated.  After another 30 minutes or so she pooped and 

started to move around freely.  Warming her up was not quick, it took just under 2 hours to bring 

her back! 

While we do not have any scientific answers as to why some hedgehogs attempt to hibernate, there 

does seem to be a correlation with weather and seasonal conditions.  These changes seem to af-

fect their circadian rhythms.  Age seems to play a factor as well,  itôs rare for a younger hog to     

attempt  hibernation ! 

https://openclipart.org/detail/100753/winter-scenery  &  https://openclipart.org/detail/222022/hedgehog 
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