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The Curious Incident of the Hog in the Nighttime 
By L J H Ferguson 

Hello, my name is Rambo and I’m a long-eared hedgehog.  My home is here in Iraq and it’s not only 
dangerous for people, it’s also dangerous for me!  A few weeks ago, I was out doing my nightly patrol when I 
got into a bit of bother.  I was searching for tasty bugs when I was ambushed and became entangled in a 
pesky piece of twine and the more I struggled, the tighter the twine got.  I thought I would be stuck with it 
forever; that is, until a soldier appeared.  
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scarf and wrapped it around me, then tucked me into his 
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Well I’m glad he did phone her, because I got a fleece blanket and a t-
shirt to snuggle into, as well as water, a tasty apple, some strange 
crunchies for cats (!) and some soft grass from the area I was found.  
I was wary of my new surroundings at first, but the soldier seemed nice 
and I didn’t huff too much.  I even let him pick me up to look at my leg, 
which was beginning to get very sore and raw.  I kept trying to chew the 
twine off my leg, but I ended up biting myself (and Glenn) instead.  
Glenn didn’t bother me too much and he soon let me back into my box 
where I fell asleep.
I woke up and heard Glenn on the phone to his wife, she had posted 
photos of me on the Hedgehog Welfare Society Facebook page where 
she had received lots of advice about what to do with me.  I did NOT 
like the sound of the Victor-Echo-Tango (V-E-T) word, but I was a 
trooper and I let Glenn do what he had to do.  
Firstly, he wrapped me back up in the scarf and he tricked me by 
keeping my injured leg out!  I only pulled it back in once …. maybe twice 
…. or three times! Glenn gave me a piece of carrot to nibble on, and 
when I had finished it he let me out of the scarf.  Much to my delight, 
he had cut the twine off whilst I was distracted with the carrot!  After 
bathing my leg in salt water, he made an ointment from honey and 
spread it on my very red and very sore leg.  It was nice and cool on my 
leg and very tasty too!  Glenn gave me trouble for eating all the honey 
off my war wound, so I behaved and didn’t eat it again.
When Glenn took me to the vet, I was greeted with curiosity.  I don’t 
think they had treated an armoured animal before, only furry ones!  
The vet looked at my leg which was now pink instead of red, but it had a 
teeny tiny cut on it too.  Glenn was given antibiotics and cream for my 
leg, which didn’t taste as good as the honey.                     Continued on page 3
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Over the next few days, Glenn gave me different types of food, the likes of which I’d never tried before.  
I earned my keep by guarding his trailer while he was out.  On his downtime, Glenn would let me snuggle 
with him and free roam in his trailer - I wasn’t allowed outside until the cut on my leg had fully healed.  I 
was living the life of luxury and I didn’t want it to end, but alas, my leg healed and it was time for me to 
return to duty.  Glenn wanted very badly to keep me, but his wife reassured him that releasing me again was 
the best thing to do.
I was taken to the exact place that I had been found, and as a parting gift I found that Glenn had cleaned 
up my patrol area so I couldn’t get injured again and he had taken the time to build me a barracks of my 
very own!  I sometimes use the barracks but I prefer to be stealthy and go back to my secret home lair.  
Glenn visits every day and leaves me some of the tasty food I was introduced to.  I have seen him a few 
times since coming back from my five-star holiday and I give him the pleasure of letting him pick me up 
to say hello. I have now made it my primary mission to educate my fellow hogs on the dangers of trash 
and exploring in areas where there is a lot of human activity – they can be messy and some of them are 
too lazy to clean up after themselves!
I would also like to thank Glenn and Lorna Josephine and everyone at the Hedgehog Welfare Society who 
gave them advice, especially Alexandra Thwaites and Bente Hedera.

This is Rambo signing off.  Over and out.

[Reprinted from January 
2014]

On behalf of the entire Board of Directors, I’d like to congratulate board member and newsletter 
editor Margaret Myhre on her Bronze Level President’s Volunteer Award.

Margaret uses the knowledge she’s gained from her years of being a librarian (she’s a reference librarian at 
Gonzaga University and also spends one day a week as the librarian at an elementary school) and has 
taken our newsletter to heights it’s never achieved before.

Margaret has a masters in English from Mills College (her thesis was on Gertrude Stein) and a degree in 
Library Science from U.C. Berkeley (where she met her husband Michael, who is also a librarian).  She is 
fluent in American Sign Language.  She’s worked as an interpreter in the San Francisco Bay area and ran a 
library program for the Deaf at the San Francisco Public Library.

She and her family got their first hedgehog when her son was in elementary school, rescuing a hedgehog 
(Snuffy) from a classmate of her son who had grown tired of it.  Snuffy was followed by five other 
hedgeies, most recently Alice, who wrote many articles for our newsletter.

In her free time Margaret enjoys working on our newsletter, learning about her family’s genealogy, 
and playing with the Satchel, the family dachshund.

This award was richly deserved and long overdue.  Thank you Margaret for all your work and devotion 
to HWS!

Volunteer Spotlight on Margaret Myhre
Deb Weaver, HWS President



  HWS Newsletter   July/August  2017  Page  4    

Continued on page 5
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Traveling with Hedgehogs: A Good Idea?
An Opinion

Laura C. Dunklee, HWS Co-Chair for Health, Research, and Education

It’s summertime and for many of us that means traveling. Whether you’re getting away for a long weekend 
or going to spend a couple weeks with family, you’re likely wondering what to do with your hedgehog.
Unfortunately, there are no clear-cut answers, as your situation – and your hedgehog – are unique. 
Therefore, you’ll need to carefully evaluate whether the trip is in the best interests of your hedgie and if 
you’ll be able to meet all their needs while traveling.
IT’S NATURAL TO WANT TO BRING YOUR HEDGEHOG ALONG
Your hedgehog is a much-loved companion and an integral part of your life; it’s perfectly normal to think, 
“Hey, we’re going on a trip and the rest of the family is coming, so our hedgie should come, too!”
That being said, I want to stress one very important thing: you are your hedgehog’s guardian and, as such, 
are responsible for their wellbeing, both physical and emotional. You must make their welfare the top 
priority, not your own desires. Think about your hedgehog’s personality, put yourself in their shoes and their 
life: is traveling going to be something they enjoy, barely tolerate, or are they going to be miserable?
YOU KNOW YOUR HEDGEHOG BEST
We’ve all seen the photos and read the stories of hedgehogs who travel with their humans. Yes, they’re 
endearing and filled with touching bonding moments but not all hedgehogs handle change well. 
Most hedgehogs I’ve interacted with are truly creatures of habit. They like their enclosure set up a certain 
way, expect food at specific times, and seem happiest with a regular routine. Note that I said most 
hedgehogs are like this. There are, of course, some who are very adaptable and seem quite comfortable with 
change. Those, however, are not the norm. 
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YOU'RE THE PERSON BEST EQUPPED TO KNOW HOW YOUR HEDGEHOG ADAPTS TO CHANGES IN ROUTINE 
AND ENVIRONMENT.
Pay attention to their behavior and rhythms:
- Do they wake at the same time every day?Do they come out to eat, explore, or wheel when there’s noise 
orlow-level light? 
- Do they get stressed when bathed or have their nails trimmed and does that stress turn to over- orunder-   
eating?
-Do they experience motion sickness when in the car?

OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER
In addition to the above questions, there are other factors you need to look at:
- If you’re going to be staying in a hotel or motel, does the lodging allow hedgehogs and, if it does, will you be 

  in the room when it’s being cleaned?
- Will you be staying in a climate-controlled environment where you can maintain a safe temperature for your 
hedgehog? 
- How will you handle matters if you end-up in a motel room with a broken thermostat or other issues?
- Will you have easy access to hedgehog-knowledgeable veterinarians, especially emergency vets, while     
traveling and at your destination, and do you have funds readily available to cover an emergency?

BE RESPONSIBLE
I've traveled with multiple hedgehogs; I’ve also had many – the majority, in fact – hedgehogs who I’ve chosen 
not to travel with because it wouldn’t be in their best interests. There have also been times when I’ve not 
traveled because I had a hedgehog who needed special care and I needed to put that reality before my 
desires. Your hedgehog depends on you to make responsible decisions on their behalf. This is the responsibility 
you assumed when you became their guardian; please always make their wellbeing the top factor when 
deciding whether or not to take them on a trip. It’s the right thing to do – and they depend on you to do it.

Continued from page 4
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Tumbleweed Feasts, by C. Hannigan

Choosing Food for Your Hedgehog:
Looking for the Best Choices 

Pat Storm, Thistle Dew Hedgehog and Tenrec Rescue, New Mexico

What you DON'T want in your food:
BY-PRODUCTS: the junk "meat" parts left over when the meat is cut from an animal's carcass; considered or human 
consumption.  Often, dropped on the floor of a butchering plant and swept up (after being walked on) and sent off 
to pet food processing plants.  From a chicken, it will be beaks, feet, feathers and unusable organs, along with 
feces.  In mammals it will be hooves, tails, hides, snouts and hair. All still protein, but not digestible. GLUTEN: a 
grain resource used to increase the protein level in foods with little meat protein matter.  When using by-products 
there is little protein nutrition.  Most gluten comes from China and there are no US regulations on this import.  A 
few years back there were massive recalls to many pet foods--animals were poisoned and dying.  The source of this 
poisoning was gluten from China (many human foods were recalled at that time, as well).  We've been told that the 
Chinese are monitoring the gluten, but the US government still has no regulations on imported gluten and none are 
being considered. 
CORN: is a filler.  It has very little nutritional value.  It tends to come out in the same manner it goes in.  It's put into 
food to bulk it up so that the animal eats less and feels full.  In good foods fillers are unnecessary.  Meat protein is 
filling and actually sticks to the ribs much longer than fillers.  The animal will eat less of the good food since they 
need to eat less often.  With fillers, they get hungry and need to eat more often.
BEET PULP: is another form of filler.  It has a little more nutritional value than corn filler, but not much.  

Good food not only contributes to good health but to longevity.  Feeding right may cost a little more over time, 
but what it saves you in vet bills and the heartbreak of a hedgehog dying young is well worth it in the long run.
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What you WANT in your food:
CHICKEN, deboned chicken, chicken meal (lowest of the three--it may have some bone in it, but bone meal is 
good in low amounts):  Chicken tends to be the most common cat foods flavor and is usually used as the 
maintenance diet.  Once you reach a healthy weight, chicken will usually keep that weight steady.  A very 
good source of protein.
DUCK, deboned duck, duck meal: as above, a good choice for protein.  Duck tends to help put on weight.
TURKEY, deboned turkey, turkey meal: again, a good source of protein.  Turkey tends to help in weight 
reduction.  
All of the above fowl meats may or may not maintain, reduce weight or help gain weight--it will depend on 
the other ingredients.  Reading the nutritional values for fat content will help determine the direction your 
food may take.
LAMB: is a good source of protein.  Mixed with the fowl foods, it makes a very good diet.  Alone, it is very 
easily digested and is often used in specialty foods for animals with digestive disorders. Red meats are too 
high in iron, so beef and lamb should not be the main diet without your veterinarian's advice.
FISH: is often frowned upon for use in feeding hedgehogs due to the extreme odor it tends to add to their 
droppings.  Salmon is probably the best fish food source for them.  A little in their food is a good thing, adding 
omega fats. Adding a small amount of salmon to a mix is helpful for nutrition, and usually doesn't change the 
consistency or smell of their stool.  New studies have found that fish contain a lot of man-made poisonous 
materials in their cells, so fish should be kept at a minimum in the processed foods.

WILD MEATS: in some foods you will find venison, rabbit, quail, even bison meats.  Any of these are good--in 
variety--not as an only diet.  Mixed with a chicken or other fowl diet, it is a good supplement.

VEGETABLE MATERIAL:  in cat foods, you won't find any vegetable matter that is harmful to your hedgehogs.  
We know some things that are harmful along with some things that MAY be harmful, but none of these are 
found in cat foods (sadly, we sometimes find them in commercial HEDGEHOG foods!).  A wide variety of 
vegetable matter in your cat food is a plus, nutritionally. Large amounts of vegetables are never a good thing, 
but you seldom see huge amounts of any vegetables in a cat food (with the exception of corn; see above). 
Veggies and berries are an excellent source of vitamins and antioxidants which can fight cancer.  You may see 
ground sunflower seeds, ground nuts and ground alfalfa.  All, in minimal amounts, are good in a mix. PEAS: it 
is unclear if, like onions and garlic, they are dangerous for hedgehogs.  In dogs, some studies show that peas 
can contribute to kidney failure. There are people who feed some of the high pea content foods to their 
hedgehogs and I have not heard of any kidney failure from those foods.  With time, we may find if peas are or 
are not a dangerous ingredient for hedgehogs. Studies have found that extruded peas are nutritionally lacking 
and used as a filler like corn and beet pulp. 

PUMPKIN: recently some cat foods are coming out with pumpkin added to their foods.  This is a great idea. 
We know that pumpkin is very good for the GI tract.  Pumpkin curbs diarrhea and stops constipation.  It is 
useful to keep a can of unseasoned pumpkin on hand, in case your hedgie has a G.I. problem. If it's already an 
ingredient, this may prevent G.I. problems.
GRAINS: white rice, as previously mentioned, should be avoided.  Brown rice is more acceptable because of 
the higher nutrition, but, it too has high percentages of arsenic, depending on where it's grown.  Barley 
(usually pearled) and oats (usually oatmeal) are also good grains with good nutritional values.  

Looking for the Best Choices When Choosing Food for Your Hedgehog
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Keep in mind, a wild hedgehog is an opportunist.  If it's moving slow or dead, it will probably become a meal.  
Initially, what they are eating is mostly their protein source, but whatever they are eating has had its source 
of food in mostly vegetable matter--thus, a hedgehog is getting grains and vegetable matter from the bugs 
and small animals he is eating as well as anything he finds suitable to eat in his travels. Nutritional values
All labeling has the values listed.  We know very little about the true values necessary for hedgehogs, but 
we're learning more all the time.  
PROTEIN: Protein: 30-35%
Many years ago we thought that a high protein level was good.  We were looking for levels of 40% or more!  
Over the years we found that high protein often led to kidney failure; thus, the recommended protein levels 
have been reduced and appear to now be at a good level for a healthy hedgehog.  We are no longer seeing 
the past problems, as long as the protein level is kept within the presently known standards. It is theorized 
that animals need more protein as they age, so you may want to consider a little higher protein in an older 
animal, but don't go overboard. 
FAT:10-12% (add or subtract up to 3% if you are working for weight gain or loss). 
Fat can vary, depending on if you are trying to cause weight gain or loss.  We know what is good for 
maintenance, and that is the recommended percentage, but you may want to vary that amount, depending 
on your circumstances.  Never increase the fat content rapidly.  Too much fat in the diet, especially if added 
quickly, can create pancreatic problems.
FIBER: in cat food, it appears that more is better. 
Fiber is something that is being questioned.  Cats need very little fiber, so you won't find high percentages in 
most cat foods.  Some are higher than others, but most are very low.  Until there is more research on this for 
hedgehogs, we are keeping the level at what is recommended for cats, but are supplementing their diets with 
fruits, berries, melon, vegetables and bugs.  If your hedgehog won't touch anything but kibble, then look for 
the foods with higher levels of fiber.  Fiber won't hurt at any of the levels in the cat foods in the market today.  
Added insects and worms can help cover the need for any additional fiber.
VITAMINS AND MINERALS: we don't really have the data to tell us the amounts of various vitamins and 
minerals recommended for hedgehogs. Cat foods are very well fortified, and appear to be in harmony with 
what is necessary for hedgehog health.  Until we learn more, no adjustments or supplements appear to be 
necessary.
DEHYDRATED VEGGIES AND MEATS:  make sure there is always plenty of fresh water for drinking.  Eating 
dehydrated foods can cause dehydration in your pets, so fresh water is a necessity.
WHENEVER YOU, ALWAYS READ THE LABELS.  Things can change without you knowing it.  Purina, Mars, 
Palmolive, Proctor and Gamble, among others, tend to buy out smaller pet food suppliers and make drastic 
changes.  They use the old brand name but create an inferior product, and sell it without notification of the 
changes.  The only way you will know that this is happening is by watching out for this kind of thing 
happening.  READ THOSE LABELS every time you shop.

I hope this is helpful to choosing a good cat food for your hedgehog.  If you find one or more that work and 
fall in these standards, they should help keep your hedgehog happy and healthy.  Making a mix of two or 
more foods is always a good idea, in case you can no longer find one or more of the foods you choose, or if, as 
in many of the good foods of the past, the company sells out to a large manufacturer who changes the 
ingredients to lesser valued ingredients and you suddenly find by-products and gluten as the first ingredients 
in the package.  

Looking for the Best Choices When Choosing Food for Your Hedgehog
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First in a series of articles looking at animals related to, resembling, 

or mistaken for hedgehogs (or just looking at some really cool animals!)

By Jennifer Plombon Advocacy-Pet Store/USDA Liaison Co-Chair, Rescue Care Packages Chair

What things are distinctive to hedgehogs that make us think other animals “might” be hedgehogs? Well, they 
have spines or quills; so porcupines, echidnas or spiny anteaters, and tenrecs could be mistaken for hedgehogs.  
Also, they are insectivores, so gymnures, moon rats, shrews and moles could be mistaken for hedgehogs.

In this episode of “Is It a Hedgehog?”, we will look at one of my favorite mammals, the Echidna, or Spiny 
Anteater. I first saw echidnas at a zoo in Australia (where they are natives) and was utterly charmed. Here was 
this spiky, snuffling little creature digging himself into a hole as fast as he could; and his rear feet were put on 
backwards! Yes, the rear feet are turned sort of upside down and backwards, so as the echidna digs with his 
front feet, the dirt is pushed out behind by the rear feet, which act almost like shovels. If you’re ever lucky 
enough to visit Australia, don’t pass up a chance to see an echidna, they really are the funniest little things. They 
are covered with fur mixed with long coarse unbarbed spines, and have long agile noses; quite hedgehog-like. 

BUT! Echidnas are extremely unusual mammals; members of the Order Monotremata, they (bird-like) lay eggs; 
and then (mammal-like) feed their babies milk, albeit from glands on the abdomen rather than nipples. Babies 
stay in a pouch for a period of time after they hatch, similar to kangaroos. The babies are called “puggles” and 
are oddly adorable. Search YouTube for videos of echidnas, especially babies, and I think you’ll be charmed too. 

Echidnas are shy and secretive, and not easily seen in the wild, and one species, the Long-nosed Echidna, is 
endangered in its native home of New Guinea. Echidnas do love their insects; the Short-nosed Echidna (the one I 
saw in Australia) seems to eat almost exclusively ants and termites; and echidna in captivity did very well on 
mealworms (our hedgehogs can relate to that!)

In conclusion are they hedgehogs? Nope; but they sure are cool!

Above is a picture of a stuffed echidna and a really unique greeting card I found in Australia.

IS IT A HEDGEHOG?



If you are at all fond of or interested in mammals , and enjoy looking at and learning about all the amazing, 
incredible, fantastic mammals who share the earth with us, you need to get Walker’s Mammals of the 
World. It’s sold as a 2-volume set, and is currently selling on Amazon for ~$142.00 new, and as low as ~
$13.00 used. The most recent edition is the 6th, which was last updated in 1999. The first Walker’s was 
compiled by Ernest P. Walker (1891-1969) starting in the early 1930s, while he was employed as the 
assistant director of the National Zoo in Washington DC. His photo, showing a kindly-looking man with a 
very small, ancient camera, is on the frontispiece, and his heartwarming and I think prescient dedication 
reads “To the MAMMALS, GREAT AND SMALL, who contribute so much to the welfare and happiness of 
man, another mammal, but receive so little in return, except blame, abuse, and extermination.” I didn’t 
have the heart to investigate which mammals have become extinct since Mr. Walker wrote his dedication, 
but I suspect there have been many.
Dr. Ronald M. Nowak became the senior author starting with the 4th edition. His previous career, which 
surely was helpful to the mammals under his care, was as staff mammologist at the former Office of 
Endangered Species with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
The 6th edition contains some truly wonderful things, including: photos of an extremely rare web-footed 
tenrec (pp. 192-93); of a recently discovered muntjac from Viet Nam (pp. 1096-7); a fruit bat species in 
which the male bat suckles the young (the Dayak Fruit Bat pp. 288-9); and a description of the wooly 
mammoth, which is now thought to have survived as recently as 4000 years ago (pp.  1004-6 and a very 
interesting read!)
There are useful tables and charts and conversion tables for U.S. and metric weights, lengths, volume, 
temperatures, mass, etc., as well as world distribution charts for all mammals in the books. Best of all, there 
is a plethora of photos, drawings, and diagrams, many found ONLY in Walker’s. I love to just sit and browse 
the books; I always find unusual facts about animals I thought I knew, as well as unusual and unique 
animals I didn’t previously know. For instance, did you know that the teeth of the Crabeater Seal (Lobodon 
carcinophagus) have extremely complex teeth that are shaped almost like flowers, or puzzle pieces? True! 
See pp. 871-2. Or that our North American or Virginia opossum (Didelphimorphia virginiana), which most of 
us know that can feign death very realistically at times to avoid harm, can hold that catatonic state for as 
long as 6 hours? Yep; check out p.32.

Some of the drawbacks to this fun browsing are that all photos and drawings are black and white, and that 
a great many of the photos of animals are of deceased, stuffed species, which I always wince to look at. Of 
course you can see why this is so; it’s difficult to obtain good, accurate photos of wild animals actually in 
the wild, so they are often captured and, sadly, killed (although far less often than in the past) for the 
photo. Many of the living photos, therefore, have been taken in zoos and sanctuaries.

How are the mammals described and organized? Taxonomic Rank is how biologists order organisms, to 
show genetic and trait connections between them, and to distinguish an organism in increasing fineness 
until the specific organism is defined. In other words, the descriptors move from very generalized to very 
specific. The ranking is currently accepted as: Domain; Kingdom; Phylum; Class; Order; Family; Genus; 
Species. 
For example, a Spotted Hyena would be classified as follows:
Domain: Eukarya (organism has membrane-bound organelles (including a nucleus containing genetic 
material) in its cells;
Kingdom: Animalia (animal rather than plant);
Phylum: Chordata (has a vertebral column or spinal cord);
Class: Mammalia (warm-blooded, bears young that are fed by secretions (“milk”) produced by mother;
Order: Carnivora (primarily meat-eating);
Family: Hyaenidae (hyenas);
Genus: Crocuta(always written in italics and is a Latin descriptor of this hyena);
Species: Crocuta crocuta(also always written in italics; the most detailed descriptor of this animal; it can 
ONLY mean Spotted Hyena).

Most of us already know the more common Orders; we know the carnivores (Carnivora), the humans and 
monkeys and apes (Primates), the hedgehogs and tenrecs (Insectivora), the whales and dolphins (Cetacea) 
but I thought it would be fun to test all of us on the more obscure Orders. Following is a list of Orders; see 
how good your Latin is and if you can guess which animals are contained in the Order. Answers will be on 
the last page of the newsletter. Ready?
Dasyuromorphia
Peramelemorphia
Diprotodontia
Xenarthra
Chiroptera
Sirenia
Artiodactyla
Lagomorpha

In summary, if you’re fascinated by animals, do try to get these books; they really are fun to browse and will 
help you do well in any animal trivia test.

“Walker’s Mammals of the 
World, 6th edition”

by By Dr. Ronald M. Nowak 
ISBN-13: 978-0801857898 

ISBN-10: 0801857899 

Reviewed by Jennifer Plombon 

The Literary Hedgehog 
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wild, so they are often captured and, sadly, killed (although far less often than in the past) for the photo. 
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For example, a Spotted Hyena would be classified as follows:
Domain: Eukarya (organism has membrane-bound organelles (including a nucleus containing genetic 
material) in its cells;
Kingdom: Animalia (animal rather than plant);
Phylum: Chordata (has a vertebral column or spinal cord);
Class: Mammalia (warm-blooded, bears young that are fed by secretions (“milk”) produced by mother;
Order: Carnivora (primarily meat-eating);
Family: Hyaenidae (hyenas);
Genus: Crocuta(always written in italics and is a Latin descriptor of this hyena);
Species: Crocuta crocuta(also always written in italics; the most detailed descriptor of this animal; it can 
ONLY mean Spotted Hyena).
Most of us already know the more common Orders; we know the carnivores (Carnivora), the humans and 
monkeys and apes (Primates), the hedgehogs and tenrecs (Insectivora), the whales and dolphins (Cetacea) 
but I thought it would be fun to test all of us on the more obscure Orders. Following is a list of Orders; see 
how good your Latin is and if you can guess which animals are contained in the Order. 
Answers can be found on pg 14 of this newsletter. Ready?
Dasyuromorphia
Peramelemorphia
Diprotodontia
Xenarthra
Chiroptera
Sirenia
Artiodactyla
Lagomorpha

In summary, if you’re fascinated by animals, do try to get these books; they really are fun to browse and will 
help you do well in any animal trivia test.

Continued from page 10



Thoughts from the President 

Deb Weaver

Lots on my mind this issue . . . 

Congratulations to Erica Cole and Sheila Thomas-Dempsey for running another successful Eastern States 
Hedgie-Con, this year held in Laurel, MD the weekend of April 28th.  From the pictures and comments posted 
on Facebook, it looks like there were a lot of people in attendance and that a wonderful time was had by all.  
Start saving your pennies now, the 2019 show will be held in Richmond VA. 

Thank you to Schwab Charitable Fund: The Eleven Eleven Fund, for the $1,000 grant WHS recently received.  
The money is greatly appreciated.

Thank you to Margaret Myhre, our newsletter editor, who after serving as editor for seven years has decided 
to retire.  Margaret took the helm with issue 46 in 2010 (this newsletter is #86) and took the newsletter in 
new directions from the previous editor.  She expanded the scope of the articles published, always setting a 
high bar for excellence (my favorite articles were written by her hedgehog Alice).  In this issue we’ve re-run 
the article I wrote about Margaret when she received a Bronze Level President’s Volunteer Award for her 
work as editor.  From all of us on the Board of Directors, thank you Margaret - - and enjoy retirement!

Thank you to Board members Jennifer Plombon, Laura Dunklee and Christina Hannigan, who are going to 
serve (in addition to their other duties) as co-editors for the newsletter moving forward.  Another change 
you’ll see is a change in our publication schedule.  We’re going to publish four times a year now: June/July/
August, September/October/November, December/January/February, and March/April/May. 

And lastly, as we move in to summer, the time of year when families are able to spend more time together, 
I’m remembering my friend of 47 years Lois-Jean.  Over the past five years her children and I have seen her 
health and mental status decline in to Alzheimer’s Disease.  This is a woman who always had a bigger-than-
life voice, who made friends easily and loved to laugh.  Alzheimer’s has taken all this from her.  In addition to 
everything else the disease has taken from her (her home, independence, thought process, ability to eat), it’s 
robbed her of her entire personality.  This is what I miss most.  It’s an indescribable sadness to watch this 
happen to someone you love.  Remember this summer to take the time to reach out to all those people in 
your life that matter to you - - make as many memories with them as you can.  My hope for each of you is 
that you retain those memories forever.
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“Hedgehog Swag” is a new addition to the HWS Newsletter which will feature items with a 
hedgehog theme. If you have something that you would like to share, please send a 
description of the item and a photograph to newsletter@hedgehogwelfare.org.       

Hedgehog Loose Tea Infuser
Cruising for a brew'sing, our Cute-Tea The Charming Hedgehog 
is looking sharp as always!
Forget hogging the tea all to yourself, invite this delightfully 
pointy pal to tea time! Just fill Cute-Tea hedgehog with your 
favorite loose tea leaves, and hang its little paws on the edge of 
your mug. Enjoy the smiles while your tea brews.
A fun way to send warm and fuzzy hedgehugs to your tea loving 
pal or someone you get Oolong with fairly well!
Made from pure, food-safe silicone and packed in a colorful gift 
box. Design by Carl Mitsch, Fred Studio.
Get yours today from the Animal Rescue Site and help animals 
in need!  
https://theanimalrescuesite.greatergood.com/store/ars/
item/82941/adorable-pal-tea-infuser?
source=10--1026610181-13

Color options: Black, Beige, Navy and White.

Size: 180CM x 95CM

Nice long scarf with hedgehogs, sewn from lightweight 
and soft viscose fabric, can be worn all year round many 
ways: Beach Wrap, Summer Shawl, Beachwear, Head 
Scarf, Bandana, Wrap Skirt.

Great for Gift Ideas: Birthday, Bride, Bridesmaid, 
Wedding, Christmas,  New Year, or just for yourself.
If you are looking for something different and pretty, this 
is it !!! 

https://www.amazon.com/GERINLY-Animal-Shawl-Wrap-
Hedgehogs/dp/B00UMWWKWC/ref=sr_1_9?
ie=UTF8&qid=1500489609&sr=8-9&keywords=hedgehog
&th=1

Hedgehog Swag



 HWS Newsletter   July/August 2017     Page  14

Answers to "What Animals Are Contained in this Order?"
Dasyuromorphia – Australasian carnivorous marsupials such as the Tasmanian Devil

Tasmanian Devil in 
defensive stance, 
at Tasmanian Devil 
Conservation Park, 
Tasman Peninsula

And extinct Tasmanian Tiger

Peramelemorphia – Bandicoots 

A drawing of the pig-footed 
bandicoot (Chaeropus 
ecaudatus) …  
presumed extinct

Diprotodontia – Koalas, wallabies, kangaroos 

Female Koala at 
Billabong Koala 
Park                

Wallabia bicolor 
Tierpark Hellabrunn-

Xenarthra – Sloths, anteaters, armadillosChiroptera – Bats

Sirenia – Dunongs, sea cows 
and manatees

Artiodactyla – Hoofed 
(even-toed) mammals 
such as pigs, hippos, 
giraffes, deer, cattle, 
antelopes

Lagomorpha – 
pikes and 
rabbits         
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